
CONDITIONS AND CHALLENGES: Route 10 / South Main in Hanover and Lebanon 
By: Hanover Bike/Ped Committee [and Lebanon Bike/Ped committee?] 
Date:   August 26 2012 
 
 
Summary:  The Rt. 10/South Main St corridor between downtown Hanover and Campion Fields currently 
sees significant bike and pedestrian traffic, and serves numerous recreational venues year-round. Despite 
this, the road itself lacks adequate bike/ped facilities. The lack of such facilities is particularly acute due to 
substantial car/truck traffic, as Rt. 10 is a major highway between two busy towns. Opportunities exist for 
relatively easy improvements, but cooperation between multiple parties is necessary. Better conditions 
would likely increase bike/ped mode share. 
 
 
Background:  Maps with overview information are on pgs. 3 and 4 of this document. South Main Street 
(NH Route 10) between downtown Hanover and the Campion Fields (Sachem Village) in Lebanon is an 
important corridor for all forms of transportation, and is designated a “primary bicycle corridor” in Hanover’s 
draft Pedestrian and Bicycle Master Plan. The Campion/Sachem complex is an important “neighborhood 
center” for both Lebanon and Hanover, and 3 designated conservation areas surround the Route 10 
corridor. This road section has two car lanes and is just under 1 mile long, with a sidewalk along the west 
side and widely varying shoulders. Pages 4-15 and 4-16 of the new Plan for Hanover mention some of the 
problems found on Route 10/South Main. The area starts inside the Hanover urban compact, leaves the 
compact and extends into Lebanon, and is under NHDOT jurisdiction in places. Improvements will require 
cooperation between multiple parties. 
 
The corridor currently sees substantial bicycle and pedestrian traffic despite poor conditions. Given 
Hanover’s high bike/ped mode share, many more people would likely take advantage of better conditions if 
such conditions were created. Commute traffic in all modes will soon increase due to the development of 
River Park in West Lebanon. Traffic could further increase if an east-west connector road/trail to DHMC is 
built someday. This document notes the current conditions, and highlights what appears to be great 
potential for bicycle and pedestrian improvements with little impact on motorized traffic for relatively low cost 
and effort. 
 
Neighborhood Characteristics:  The area contains two key centers, downtown Hanover and the 
Sachem/Campion complex, separated by just under 1 mile. Therefore the “walkable” ½ mile radius areas 
around the two centers intersect, giving the feeling of a continuous corridor. While Rt. 10 carries significant 
through traffic, there is a substantial residential population that also uses Rt. 10 to move locally between 
housing, the downtown, and recreational facilities. Actual population is greater than it appears from Rt. 10 
due to several medium density developments (e.g. Pinewood Village, Sachem Village) that house hundreds 
of people but are not visible from the road. Also, many neighborhoods (e.g. Dunster Dr, Wyeth Rd, Brook 
Rd) have Rt. 10 as their sole route of ingress/egress. Pg. 5 shows a map of zoning in Lebanon and the ½ 
mile radius around Sachem. 
 
Current Conditions:  The total paved width is typically greater than 27 feet, and each motor vehicle lane is 
typically 11 feet wide (see map on pg. 4). In many places, the locations of utility poles indicate that the 
actual right of way (ROW) is significantly wider than the existing pavement. There are 2 bus stops, at Gould 
Rd. and Wyeth Rd. Hanover’s Mink Brook trail system crosses the road, while Lebanon’s Cole Park and 
Chambers Reserve are accessed from side streets. The vehicle speed limit is 35 mph at the southern 
(Sachem) end, drops to 30 at the edge of the Hanover urban compact, and drops further to 25 in downtown 
Hanover. Many pedestrians and bicyclists use the road year-round, and significant latent traffic is believed 
to exist (mostly to/from Sachem Village and Campion Fields). 
 
Hazards specific to pedestrians:  The simpler of the 2 bus stops provides no safe area for waiting. Along 
the entire stretch of road there are only two marked crosswalks, but several other pedestrian desire lines 
cross the road (e.g. the Mink Brook trail system, access to the baseball diamond via Brook Rd). A 
pedestrian fatality occurred in December 2010 at Oak Ridge Rd. NHDOT’s response to this event is 



included here as pgs. 7-8. The crossings for side roads may be wider than needed; some are not well 
defined. There is only a sidewalk on one side, and it is deficient in several places (example: low curb 
heights in Hanover), crumbling in several places, and is very close to vehicles in the Hanover portion. The 
sidewalk in Lebanon has a narrow grass strip and a few trees between the traffic and sidewalk; in Hanover, 
there is no such buffer. 
 
Hazards specific to bicyclists:  No bicycle lanes exist. The shoulder varies in width from 6 feet to 1 foot, 
and hazards such as storm drains on or near the fog line make the usable shoulder width highly variable. 
Speed discrepancies between motor vehicles and bicycles are relatively high due to the speed limits, hilly 
terrain, and lack of traffic calming. 
 
Current Usage Data: 
1)  Car traffic peaks at ~775 trips/hour and totals ~7500 trips/day1. More car traffic data are given in table 
form on pg. 9 of this document. Bike and ped counts need to be done. 

2)  Campion Fields are used spring-fall by Hanover Parks & Rec and Dartmouth.  Number of Dartmouth 
users is not yet known.  Hanover P&R attracts more than 300 players + unknown numbers of spectators at 
more than 25 games/year2.  Larger tournaments also happen regularly. 

3)  Campion Rink runs Sep-Apr.  Typical day use ~1000 visitors; 41 organizations rent ice time3. 

4)  Residential population rough estimate:  650 to 900 housing units; see also pg. 5 for a map of zoning in 
the Lebanon portion of the neighborhood. 
 
Potential improvements: 

1)  While the current paved width is insufficient in many places, it is possible that existing ROW could 
accommodate standard size bicycle lanes along with narrower motor vehicle lanes and a correspondingly 
lower speed limit with traffic calming at least as far north as Currier Pl. 

2)  The crossing at Gould Rd. could be specifically targeted for thorough review and improvement (see also 
pg. 6 of this document), including traffic calming and/or pedestrian refuges. 

3)  Marked crosswalks at desire lines could be added along with traffic calming measures, and existing 
crossings for side streets could be better defined. 

4)  Bus stop waiting areas could be enlarged and improved. 

5)  The existing sidewalk could be repaired and improved in places. 

6)  Safe Routes to Play funding could be investigated. 
 
Next Steps:  Representatives (i.e. the bike/ped committees) and staff from Hanover and Lebanon should 
work with representatives from Dartmouth to help raise this area toward the top of the NHDOT list. 
Consensus is needed in order to present a clear and unanimous request for action. Particular items to be 
addressed include: 

1)  Bicycle and pedestrian traffic counts. 

2)  The December 2010 pedestrian fatality at Oak Ridge Rd and the subsequent response, particularly 
resolving jurisdiction/responsibility issues between NHDOT and the City of Lebanon. 

3)  Thorough investigation of existing ROW re: width for proper bike lanes. 

4)  Integration of the long-term desires of Hanover and Lebanon’s bike/ped committees. 

5)  More study of what can be done to most effectively improve conditions at minimal cost. 
 
The following pages contain supplementary information. 

                                                 
1
 Data provided by Nate Miller, traffic planner at the Upper Valley Lake Sunapee Regional Planning Commission 
2
 Data provided by Jeanne Vieten 
3
 Data provided by Dick Dodds 
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APPROXIMATE PAVEMENT WIDTHS (Measured Nov 2011) 
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SACHEM VILLAGE AREA MAP 
Showing zoning, housing units, and ½ mile radius, courtesy City of Lebanon 

 

 

Sachem 

Fields 

Town 

Line 



PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS TO SACHEM BUS STOP 
courtesy City of Lebanon 

 



LETTER FROM NHDOT RE: OAK RIDGE PED. FATALITY 
pg. 1 of 2 

 



LETTER FROM NHDOT RE: OAK RIDGE PED. FATALITY 
pg. 2 of 2 

 

 



CAR TRAFFIC COUNTS 
 

Location Peak # of trips/hour 
(day, time) 

Average # of 
trips/hour (time) 

ADT  
(average trips/day) 

Wilder – Lebanon 
(2011 data) 

722 (Fri, 4 pm) 593 (5 pm) 6312 

Hanover/Leb town 
line (2010 data) 

776 (Tue, 5 pm) 674 (5 pm) 7590  

Dorrance Place 
Hanover (2010 data) 

616 (Fri, 5 pm) 539 (5 pm) 6477 

We have files for these counts provided by Nate Miller, traffic planner at the Upper Valley Lake Sunapee Regional Planning Commission 


